IS   IT  A   CURSE?

Nor is It apparent why the mere passing of a law
,y a handful of men, most of whom are widely separ-
ted in thought and education from the great majority
f the people, should effectively influence the majority
pinion. Not eight per cent, of the people can be
gached by any printed words. And more than once
jgislators have recently acknowledged that, in the
ast, they have made little or no personal effort to
istruct and lead their constituencies. Thus, Pandit
tfadan Mohan Malaviya, one of the most distinguished
lindu Assemblymen and a member of the Central-
ndian Legislature's Select Committee on the Child
/Carriage Bill, does not hesitate to affirm that the re-
orming element, for all their years of talk, have never
aade sufficient or sincere efforts toward creating a
mblic opinion in favour of a more humane marriage
ge. He says in part :

. . , . I know what we have done, Sir. It is no
good telling me that I do not know what we have
done. We have delivered speeches, we have pub-
lished pamphlets ; we have passed resolutions, but
we have not gone from house to house to bring the
evils of early marriages home to the people at
large. We have not carried on such an agitation.
We have not carried on even such an agitation as
the temperance people are carrying on in some
places against drink. We have not carried on an
agitation commensurate with the enormity of this
evil, and we are not entitled to claim that we have
done all that we could.1

1 Legislative Assembly Debates, September *5th, 1927, p. 4>443*